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The official newsletter of the City of Warman
An update from the City of Warman's
Mayor Gary Philipchuk

What a year! In 2020 I did not leave the province and my last large
gathering event was the 2020 Scotties Tournament of Hearts held
in Moose Jaw last February. 2020 was going to be a culmination of
one career where I was retiring from education as the Vice
Principal at Warman High School to putting my name forward to
run as Mayor of Warman. Everything happened quickly, from the
cancellation of sports games to the school closing. It was lonely as
everyone was dealing in their own way with the uncertainty of
everything being locked down.
I remember the Thursday, March 12, 2020 school staff meeting and realizing it could be the last
time we met all together before going our own ways. We got the news that school would be
moving to online learning for the remainder of the year. I remember going back to my office
feeling was nervous and scared about the future when the initial shock of all of these drastic
changes became our new reality. I am very much an optimist and a problem solver by nature,
but I did not know where to start so cleaning and packing my office was therapeutic. I was
worried about my family and friends, our students at our school, and the City of Warman – for
which I felt some responsibility.
"Helping others is the
way we help ourselves."
- Oprah Winfrey

We were going to celebrate my retirement as a staff, and later
in the summer my wife Marilyn and I were going to go on a
cruise from Venice to Barcelona and continue to Kyiv to visit
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As I talk to people, I hear about all of the
changes we have had to make to follow the
provincial guidelines. The toughest ones for
me were the lack of family gatherings and
traditional events. It was a year where old
traditions could not be followed for the
greater good of dealing with this pandemic.
In school, we adapted and quickly learned the
new technologies of Google classroom to
engage our students. At city hall, we moved to
frequent online (Zoom) planning meetings.

The last several months have been busy on the Planning,
Development, and Transportation file for the City.
From residential to commercial development Warman
continues to grow during a variety of economic challenges. Our
development permit values are up over the same time period
as last year and we will be welcoming Shoppers Drug Mart and
Meltwich Food Co. to our community. Shoppers will be across from the Days Inn, and Meltwich
in the Legends Plaza. We also recently welcomed a second Tim Hortons right next to the Esso
gas station.
You may have also noticed some work taking place between Centennial Blvd and the Traditions
neighborhood, including earth movement and dirt works. The developer is attempting to
remove all of the topsoil south of Augusta Blvd to prepare for future development.
While there are a variety of other businesses
and development we are eager to welcome
to our City, development attracts further
development and I am confident that we
will continue to see additional development
that adds to our community.

As part of attracting residential development, Council approved a Multi-Unit Tax Incentive
Policy intended to attract development of multi-unit purpose built rentals. The policy is a shortterm incentive to try and stimulate the market to construct more multi-unit rentals on land that
is zoned for multi-unit development. As a City we benefit from having a variety of housing
options available particularly for students, seniors, and those that are employed by various
businesses in the City.
Council has heard several concerns from residents about both congestion and speeding along
Clubhouse Boulevard centered around the intersection of 1st Avenue. We are in the process of
investigating the options to increase safety at this location. As this initiative continues to
progress, I look forward to providing further updates.
The City of Warman has also entered into an agreement to have Saskatoon’s Traffic Light
Maintenance department maintain our traffic signals and walk lights. They have started the
inspections of our traffic and walk lights throughout Warman and have found some items that
require attention and will provide the City with a report of their findings. As a City we will
benefit from this arrangement to ensure our traffic signals operate as intended.
As we move out of winter and into warmer spring weather, Public Works is working on
preparation for spring runoff and making sure the snow melt runoff can drain by opening catch
basins and having the drainage ditches cleared.
Also want to take a moment to thank Amos Wieler for his work with the City. After 20 years,
Amos will be retiring and we wish him all the best in his retirement!

2020 City Council Swearing-in Ceremony,
a year where previous City of Warman
Mayor Sheryl Spence passed the gavel to
current Mayor Gary Philipchuk during the
global COVID-19 pandemic.

We quickly realized the importance of working
with the province in this health crisis and
seeing the world work together to find
vaccines in record time. We can be critical of those making decisions, but understand there was
no training at the schools and community for this type of event.
This pandemic has not treated everyone equally financially, mentally, and physically so we need
to be kind to each other. Trust that people are doing the best they can in this situation, so do
your part and follow the provincial guidelines and get your vaccine when it is your turn.

The Saskatchewan Health Authority
will be staging two COVID-19 vaccine
locations in the City of Warman.

Planning, Development & Transportation Lead
Councillor Doug Ramage

"From my perspective it is the value of
what Warman provides that continues
to attract growth. We have the best
people, the best services, and the best
community in the region to live, work,
play and invest in."

family and friends. We also had weddings and
other celebrations to look forward to that did
not happen.

Location, hours of operation and
age groups will be announced by
the SHA in the near future.

saskatchewan.ca/COVID19-vaccine
1-833-SASK-VAX (1-833-727-5829)

Environmental Health & Utilities Lead
Councillor Tracy Johnson

A pandemic, lockdown, and the snowstorm of all snowstorms
were no match for this City. Public Works has answered the call
on a number of occasions to help ensure our water systems,
roads, sidewalks, and walking paths have been well maintained
and have kept going above and beyond during a very stressful
time. Our annual spring back alley cleanup has been put on
hold because of COVID restrictions. The Public Works summer
student program is in the process of being filled by a reduced number of positions for this year.
Thank you Amos Wieler for your knowledge and expertise for the
last 20 years! The City of Warman appreciates your hard work and
dedication, and wishes you the best in your retirement years!
Saskatchewan has the second-highest rate of solid waste
generation per capita in the country. However, Warman is ahead
of the game thanks to the innovative minds that have kept our
environment a priority. We will partner with Product Care during
our Hazardous Household Waste Day this fall to help minimize
our carbon and ecological footprint and keep hazardous waste
out of our landfills. Call2Recycle® has partnered with SARCAN in
Warman to aid with the disposal of batteries. Another positive to
report is that 123 new residents will be participating in the
Curbside Organics program. The Green Bin and Organics Depot
will run again from May 1 to November 1.
I have the privilege of sitting on the Prairie Rivers Reconciliation
Committee and have inclusive communities on my mind. Our
committee listened and learned from Kyle Charles, an Indigenous
cartoonist from Edmonton, about his journey from poverty to
drawing for Marvel Comics and living his best life. If you want
more information about Indigenous art, culture, storytelling, and
businesses please head to the Prairie Rivers Reconciliation
Committee Facebook page.
Thank you to the team working for the City of Warman. You are
appreciated. Chin up, shoulders back, and shine on!

APRIL 12 6:30 PM
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL
APRIL 19 1:00 PM
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
APRIL 26 6:30 PM
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL
Meetings will be held in the Brian King Centre. Safety protocols will be in place.

Amos Wieler

Organics Depot
(2 Pacific Ave)
Open May 1 - Nov 1

COMING
NEXT MONTH
... an update from the
Mayor's office, as well
as the Administration
& Finance and
Recreation and
Culture portfolios.

#CALLITHOME

